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Christianity in South Australia, 1945 – c.2000

[bookmark: _Hlk211866058]The South Australian Church History Network, formed in 2022, is a small group of historians, from several Christian denominations, which seeks to promote awareness among church leaders, teachers, students and the general public of the Christian presence in and contribution to South Australian life and history since 1836. The Network held successful conferences in 2024 and 2025. 

Following on from these, it is planned to hold a one-day conference during South Australia’s History Festival on 23 May 2026 to explore the changing shape of Christianity in South Australia between 1945 and c.2000. 

During the years between the end of the Second World War and the close of the twentieth century there were major changes in Christianity in South Australia, in both religious adherence and behaviour and within religious institutions. The churches in 2000 were very different from what they were in 1945. Some long-established Christian organisations declined and disappeared while new expressions of Christianity emerged.

For this conference, papers of up to 20 minutes in length (about 2000–2500 words) are invited on any topic related to the religious history of South Australia between 1945 and 2000. Subjects that might be explored include: 
• post-war immigration and the beginning of ‘ethnic’ congregations
• the optimistic religious ‘boom’ of the 1950s and church extension in the newly expanding suburbs of Adelaide
• evangelistic movement and crusades
• the growth and decline of Sunday schools, church-based youth organisations and sporting clubs
• the invigoration of the Roman Catholic Church by the reforms initiated by the Second Vatican Council
• the beginnings of the ecumenical movement
• the ‘religious crisis’ of the 1960s and the drift from traditional forms of religion
• the end of Aboriginal missions and the emergence of an Aboriginal church
• women in ministry
• the Christian feminist movement
• the charismatic movement and the growth of Pentecostalism
• changes in theological education
• the emergence of ‘low fee’ Christian schools

Email for further information:
sachurchhistory@outlook.com
Secretary Rev Dr Dean Eland
0419 112 603
