Chris Poniah was born in Sri Lanka and raised in Singapore. Driven by a desire to fulfil the Great Commission, he pursued mission training at WEC Missionary Training College in Tasmania (Australia). It was there that he met Joy, and they married in 1989. They are blessed to have three children and two grandchildren.
 
Over the past 30 years, Chris has had the privilege of pastoring churches in Singapore, Hong Kong, and New Zealand, where he encouraged a focus on both local and global missions.
 
In 2022, Chris got involved in training missional practitioners in different countries, taking leave from his pastoral duties to facilitate training courses in those locations. In 2023, whilst he was continuing to train Christ-followers to reach the lost, he also became increasingly concerned about the decline of Christianity and the growing number of migrants in New Zealand. He sensed God leading him to transition from pastoral ministry to a focus on mission and disciple-making. So, in February of this year he took a leap of faith and stepped away from pastoral work to engage more deeply in mission, not knowing what that would entail.
 
Shortly thereafter, he had the opportunity to collaborate with several mission organizations to support churches in reaching out to migrants in New Zealand. This collaboration resulted in the establishment of the Migrant Alliance and Integration Network. When the Mission Interlink Director position became available, he felt led to apply after prayerful consideration and discussions with his wife. At the same time, he was invited to attend the Lausanne Congress in South Korea, which further expanded his involvement in mission collaboration both regionally and within the Global South. This led him to get excited about the potential Mission Interlink NZ has in being a valuable platform for mission agencies, mission-minded leaders, and Christian organisations to connect, support one another, and collaborate on mission-related challenges and strategies, ultimately acting as a catalyst for mobilising mission efforts in Aotearoa New Zealand.
www.missions.org.nz  
 
History of Missions Interlink NZ
 
Missions Interlink NZ was founded in October 1972 as the NZ Evangelical Missionary Alliance, a sister organisation to the NZ Evangelical Alliance (now the New Zealand Christian Network, of which we are a member).
 
Roots of mission in NZ
However, our whakapapa (heritage) extends back to the early 19th century when Christian missionaries from various denominations first arrived in New Zealand, driven by a passion to share the Gospel with the Māori people. Pioneering figures like Samuel Marsden played crucial roles in establishing the first mission stations, and these early missionaries made significant contributions to community development, education, and healthcare, building lasting relationships with Māori communities.
 
Growth
The establishment of Aotearoa New Zealand was marked by the signing of the Tiriti o Waitangi (Treaty of Waitangi) in 1840, which laid the foundation for partnership between Māori and the British Crown. By 1859, the first overseas missionary committee was formed here, and by 1887, the first New Zealand missionary, Rosalie McGeorge (Baptist), was sent beyond the Pacific. In the same vein, Florence Young established a mission to Solomon Islanders, leading to the South Sea Evangelical Mission (now Pioneers). Over time, the descendants of early settlers and immigrants felt a strong personal call to overseas mission, and by the 1970s, New Zealand was the highest sender of missionaries per capita in the world.
NZ missions Impact
As New Zealand has evolved, so has the landscape of mission. Today, we celebrate diverse cultural expressions of faith and promote indigenous leadership within our mission efforts. The legacy of early missionaries continues to inspire a dynamic mission movement in New Zealand, where believers actively engage both locally and globally to spread God’s love and serve diverse communities.
As missionaries from Aotearoa New Zealand, Mission Interlink and its members embrace our identity as Kiwis commissioned by Christ the King, serving as His ambassadors alongside believers from around the world. Our mission is straightforward: to guide individuals from all backgrounds toward becoming His disciples, enriching their lives and those of their families and communities. This commitment to fulfilling the Great Commission encourages everyone to submit to the King, welcome His Spirit, and embody His Kingdom values. Through these efforts, we bring glory to God—the ultimate purpose of His mission.
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